Utah State Board of Education

Changing Student Enrollment Plans:

How LEAs update exit codes when students’ plans change over the summer break

Throughout each school year, LEAs track and update exit codes. At the beginning of a new school year
this helps LEAs determine which students are expected to return to a school in their LEA. This helps LEAs
plan for their staffing, classroom, and other needs; and can help LEAs identify when to provide dropout
recovery interventions or update a student’s data.

At the end of each school year and according to the information that is available at that time, LEAs enter
exit codes for their exiting students. The next fall, when a student who was expected to return to school
does not, LEAs will try to find out what happened to the student and update the exit code. Students
whose whereabouts cannot be determined will be treated as a summer dropout.?

LEAs have two options for updating a student’s exit code. They can update the exit code on the
enrollment record from the end of the previous school year, or they can close the current year’s
expected enrollment record with the updated exit code. This means that between the September 9
data Poll and the official October 1 head count data submission there will likely be changes to both the
year-end SY 2020 and the beginning of year SY 2021 counts of students identified as transferred to
homeschool or private school.

As of the September 9 Data Poll the cumulative total transfers to homeschool for SY 2020 is 3,995. This
is likely to increase when we have the official October 1 data. The beginning of year transfer to
homeschool count for SY 2021 is already drastically higher than previous years, at 2,754, compared with
counts between 747 and 914 for the previous four school years.
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! For more information about summer dropouts see USBE’s annual Single-Year Dropout Rate Report, available
here: https://schools.utah.gov/data/reports?mid=1424&tid=5
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As of the September 9 Data Poll the cumulative total transfers to private school for SY 2020 is 812. This
is likely to increase when we have the official October 1 data. The beginning of year transfer to private
school count for SY 2021 is already about 50% higher than any previous year, at 616, compared with
counts between 221 and 411 for the previous four school years.
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